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SRI VENKATESWARA 


Sri Venkateswara (or Balaji) is an incarnation of Lord Vishnu. 
When sage Narada expressed concern regarding the Geteriora 
human values in Kali-Yuga, Brahma, the Creator, told him that only 
Lord Vishnu, the Preserver of Creation, could save a wayward suffering 
mankind. But the problem was how to ask Vishnu to | 
his abode, and take upon an incarnation to descend to Bhooloka, the 
Earth. The events that led to Vishnu dwelling in the sacred 
hills in the Southern India, as Srinivasa, is the saga of Sri Venketeswere. 
The Tirumaila hills are also known as the Venkataadri Fi#s. for the 
dweller on the Venkataadri is Sri Venkateswara. “Ven in Sanskrit 
means sin and ‘kata’ that which burns. Hence the devotees believe 
that even a visit to the holy Venkataadri hills can bring peace and 
salvation to mankind in Kali-Yuga. 
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“SRI VENKATESWARA 


Once UPON A TIME, THE GREAT RISHIS OF 
~ YORE, GOT TOGETHER AT NYMISARANYA* TO 


PERFORM A GREAT YAINA®€OR THE WELFARE 
OF MANAIND. 


NARAYANA! | * = oe WELCOME 
NARAYANA!! ~~ HOLY SIRE. 


WHAT 1S THIS 
YAJNA 
FOR ?° 


7” FOR PURIFY— 
\ /ING THE MIND OF “A 
Be MAN IN THIS KALIYUGA. 
BUT WE ARE NOT SURE AS 
: 1 @ TO WHOM WE SHOULD 
7 bre Gif \OFFER THE OBLATIONS. , 


© FOREST ABODE OF RISH/S ea SACFIFICE 4 


/ SURELY, NARADA 
Be CAN HELP US 
Z| DECIDE AS TO 


NARADA, 


PERHAPS 

YOU CAN TELL 
US WHO IS THE 
MOST 
SATTAVIC 

OF THE 


NOT ASK 
SAGES LIKE 
ATRI, VASISHTA 

AND 
BHRIGU P 


N THIS KALI- 


DIVINITY OF A SATTAVIC 
NATURE DESERVES THE 
OFFERING: OF THE YAJNA 


YOU CAN TRAVEL 


ACROSS THE THREE WORLDS — 
AND FIND OUT THE MOST / =a 
TOLERANT AMONG THE. 


é —— -—- 
THREE GODS-— BRAHMA , : ; : 


VISHNU AND SHIVA. 


SAYING SO, THE CELESTIAL SAGE THE RISHIS WERE HESITANT, 
NAFBADA LEFT THE SACRIFIC/AL SAGE BHRIGU AGREED TO 


GROUNDS . UNDERTAKE THE GREAT JOURNEY. 


BUT 


NARAYANA |! 
NARAYANA !! 


Sos 


Ss xe eee 


BAAIGU VISITED SATYALOKA, THE WORLD OF BRAHMA, 
48D FOUND BRAHMA ABSORBED /N FEL/GIOUS 


QISCUSSION WITH SARASWAT, HIS CONSORT, AND 
OTHEF DEVAS. 


HE IS SO 
PREOCCUPIED, THAT 
HE HARDLY 
~ NOTICES ME. 


wee MEE TERE I EI ET IEEE OVI EET SHOP LOWY ICAL I FASTA 


BHRIGU SAW A TINGE OF IRRITATION ON SHIVA’S FACE,AND DECIDED TO RETIRE. 


SARIGU SAW VISHNU, RECLINING NV SOUND 
SLUMBER, WITH HIS CONSORT LAASHM/ 
Al HIS FEF. 


i} 


“Vpe ha 
oe 


V 


con 


IN ANGER , THE SAGE AICKED 


THE GOD AWAKE. 


GREAT RISHI, YOUR | 
TOUCH HAS 
BLESSED 


SUPREME LORD! 
PARDON ME 
FOR MY 
FRASH ACT 


THE FAULT 
LIES WITH THE 
HOST WHO 
DOES NOT NOTICE THE 
ARRIVAL OF HIS GUEST. 


YOUR FORGIVENESS 
AGAIN, LORD. 
THE OBJECT OF 
MY VISIT 1S 
FULFILLED. 


VISHNU WAS ELECTED THE PRESIDING 
DEITY OF THEIR YATNA AND THE 
CEREMOMES BEGAN DEVOUTLY. 


AT VAIK UNTHA , WHEREAS VISHNU UNDERSTOOD THE 
FLAY OF MAYA /N THE VISIT OF BHRIGU, LAKSHMI/ 
FELT /NSULTED. 


A MERE MORTAL 
BEHAVE WITH 
YOU IN THIS 

MANNER ? 


17 THE HOLY 
SAGE MEANT 
NO INSULT. 


LORD VISHNU FAILED TO FACIFY HIS 
ENFBAGED SPOUSE... 


% 


\ 


| MUST DO 
PENANCE TO QUELL Mv 
MIND’S TORMENT. 
PARDON ME, My LORL, 
FOR | MUST LEAVE 
YOU AT ONCE. 


Y TAKE IT LIGHTLY 
MY LORD. 

| MUST HAVE SINNED, 

FOR HOW COULD | BE 

WITNESS TO yOUR 

DISHONOUR ? 


YOUR ABSENCE \ =e 
WILL BE 
UNBEARABLE 


AFTER THE DEPARTURE OF LAKSHMI/, HE LEFT VAIKUNTHA AND CAME 
VAIKUNTHA LOST /75 LUSTER. VISHNU, TO EAATA. 

FAINED AT THE SEPERATION OF HIS SS 

BELOVED, SAT FORLORN ANL DETECTED. 


ee 


HE VISITED THE HOLY GANGA... .. THE VND 79 208 


_ AND CROSSED INJO THE DECCAN PLATEAU, BUT 
COD ome aS ) SOLACE ANYWHERE. 


THESE “His ARE THE FORMATION OF- “ADISHE SHA 
eee. ; 


ON THE HILLS, LORD VISHNU CAME HE SAT UNDER A HUGE TREE. 
UPON THE COOK BANK OF THE LAKE, A STRANGE FEELING OF 
SWAMIPUSHAARNI PEACE CAME UPON thts 


WILLD DEER PLAYED NEAR 
THE LAKE, AND TREES 
HUNMED WITH BIRDS. 


LORD VISHNU SAW A HUG. ANT= 
HILL NEARBY, WITH A CAVER 
LIKE ENTRANCE. , 


A FINE 
PLACE FOR 
MEDITATION. 


THE SUPREME LORD SAT INSIDE THE ANT=HILL iN 
MEOITATION, FORGETTING ALL THOUGHT OF FOOD AND OFINK. 


a Av 


4 


BUT WHY 
HAS THIS 
“HAPPENED ? 


ae 


ACCOROING TO BRAHMA'S FLAN, THE KING 
| PURCHASED THE COW AT A GRAND PRICE. 


OH 
VY BHOOLENATH * THIS]. 


WAS JUST AN 
EXCUSE FOR LORD 
VISHNU TO GO TO 
BHOOLOKA, FOR THE 


me WELFARE OF MANKIND. 


VIF4NU Has 
NO CAisE FOR 
FOOD 
OR DRINK. 


LAKSHMI TOOK THE COW TO THE C/TY 
OF A CHOLA KING WHO FULED THE 
AREA OF THE SESHAADR/ HILLS. 


THE COW AND 17S CALF WERE c 
: ADDED TO THE ROYAL HERO. 


THE COWHERO OF THE PALACE USED 70 TAKE THE HERD FOR 
GRAZING TO THe NEARBY SESHAADR/ HILLS, ANE... 


... WHILE THE COWS GRAZED, 
THE COWHERD DOZED GENEATH 
A SHADY TREE. 


THE COW STOOD ABOVE 
THE HOLE QF THAT CAVE 
AND POURED /7TS MILK. 


THE OVINE COW TOOK THE | 
OFPORTUNITY AND WENT TO 
THE PLACE WHERE LORD ViSHNG 
FAT IN MEDITATION. 


LORD VISHNU STIRRED 
FROM HIG CONTEMPLATION, 
AND BECAME AWARE OF 
BRAHMA'S CONCERN 


THE CONTINUED FOF A FEW DAYS BECAUSE 
OF WHICH THE COW WOULD NOT WIELD A 
SINGLE OROP OF M4 AT THE PALACE 
SIAGLES. : 


THE MILAMAIDS COMPLAINED TO 
THE QUEEN WHO SUMMONED 
THE COWHERD. 


! AM INNOCENT. | 
DO NOT KNOW WHY 
THIS HEALTHY COW 
GIVES NO MILK. AND 
NO ONE MILKS THE 


HE TRUTH OR 
YOU WILL BE 
PUNISHED. 


THE NEXT DAY THE COWHERD LED THE HERD TO “HE PRETENPED SLEEP AND 
THE SESHAADRI HILLS. : NOTICED 1 riE COW SLIP 
2a | | | AWAY FROM THE HERD. 


y” TODAY, \_. 
zf VLL keep US 


HE QUICKLY PICKED UP THE COW, AS USUAL, POURED /15 MILA 
HIS AXE AND FOLLOWED INTO (AE CAVE 
THE COW. : 


Zs ii wy ie 


ae eee 


eww . jy es y \ ~ ~ yi) 
IN ANGER THE COWHERD FLUNG LOBD VISHNU SENSED THE DANGER TO THE 
FHIS AXE AT THE COW. COW AND QUICKLY ROSE UP FROM THE ANT HULL... 
=< 
= Y Wi YI | 
ee —— ° 


AND CAUGHT THE AXE BEFORE 17 COULD HARM ~—s«'|:—« |: UPON SEEING VISHIVEL, THE - 
THE COW, BUT NOT BEFORE THE WEAPON HAD eee COWHERD FELL TO THE 
A DEEP WOUND ON HS HEAL oe GROUND UNCONSCIOUS. 


AND WENT STR 
/TATED AND 4 


| THE COW RAN TOWARDS | | 
THE PALACE... 


SOON UNDERSTOOD THAT iT 
> Hind TO FOLLOW I7. 


... THAT BROUGHT HIM TO THE ANT= 
HULL, WHERE THE COWHERD LAY 
SPRAWLED ON THE GROUND. 


KILLED MY 
SERVANT ° COME 
OUT AND. FACE THE 

CONSEQUENCE | 


RASH KINGS LIKE 
‘YOU THE COMMON 

PEOPLE SUFFER YOU 

WILL BECOME A GHOST 


AND WANDER IN 
FORESTS. 


a 
[ee 
WHO ARE YOU ? 
AND HOW DID you IN- 
JURE YOUR HEAD ? AND 
WHY DID yOU HARM MY 
COWHERD ? 


YW MAN TRIED TO KILL 
‘THE COW, BUT WHILE 
| SAVING IT, THE AXE 
\ STRUCK MY FOREHEAD. 


EXTREMELY 
SORRY. 


THE KING RECOGMSED. THE. 
FERSON 70 BE NONE OTHER 


THAN THE GOD VISHNU HiM— 
SELF. 


YOUR GOOD 
DEEDS BROUGHT 
yOU INTO MY 
PRESENCE, BUT 
WHAT | HAVE 
JUST. SPOKEN 
WILL. COME 


AS. ORDAINED, THE KING SUDDENLY 
TURNED INTO A GHOST. 


wn DA. \ 
«My! 


FORGIVENESS, MY 
LORD. PLEASE 
CANCEL YOUR 


BUT AFTER”, 
ey WANDERING IN THE FORM 
OF A GHOST, YOU SHALL 
AGAIN TAKE BIRTH AS 
A KING AND HAVE THE 
GODDESS LAKSHMI FOR 
. A DAUGHTER WHOM 
S| SHALL. MARRY: 


ACHING. | WISH 
BHRIHASPATI * 


COULD ATTEND 
“PON ME. 


AS VISHNU THOUGHT ABOUT BRIHASPAT/ = 


YOU ‘aS eee 


Li Yf Oy eke 
VO ht MA AL 


AS THE GOD LOOKED 
VARAHA* APPEARED. 


WHAT STRANGER 
TRESSPASSES 
MY TERRITORY ! 


FOR THE HERB, LORD 


BRIMASPATI TOLD. VISHNLL TO APPLY 
A PARTICULAR HERB FOUND NEAR 
THE LAKE, SWAMIPUSHAARAN/. 


VISHNU TURNED AND LOOKED AT THE 
SPEAKER. THE TWO FECOGMSED 
ZACH OTHER. 


VISHNU RELATED HOW HE CAME TO LIVE 
THERE AFTER LAKSHMI//S DEPARTURE. 


OH 
SUPREME ONE, 
HOW LONG DO 
YOU WISH TO 
DWELL ON 
THESE HILLS ? 


PERHAPS UNTIL 
THE END OF THIS 
KALIYUGA , OR 


THAT, FOR 
MANKIND , WOULD 
BE SUCCOUR 

INDEED. BUT MY 

LORD, ARE yOu NOT 
AWARE THAT THIS 
PLACE IS CALLED 


LORD VARAHA WAS AWARE 


OF THE EVENTS TO , 
COME. — aes 


WHEN LAKSHMI 
LEFT ME,‘l LOST 
EVERYTHING . HOW 

THEN CAN | 


LORD, PLEASE AGREE 
TO GIFT ME THE 
FIRST OF THE 
PRAYERS AND 
OFFERINGS OF S& 
YOUR DEVOTEES. x 


VAKULAMALIKA ACCOMPANIED VISHNU, ANOWING 
WELL THAT HE WAS NONE OTHER THAN LORD 
KAISHA. 


po , 

“fF MOTHER, 

( PLEASE 
ATTEND UPON 


VISHNU, WHO ff 
1S WOUNDED. Jf 


+ 


VATABA 


a sae 


# yasHODA IN PREVIOUS BIRTH, WHEN VISHNU TOOK KRISHNA -A 


AS TIME PASSED,;.THE DECCAN PLATEAU PRC ERED 
UNDER THE CHOLA KINGS, AKASHRAT AND 
THONDAMAN. 


UPOYY THE ADVICE OF PRIESTS AND 
ASIBOLOGERS THE ING DECIDED 
70 FERFORM A YAINA FOR 
DECE77ING A CHAD. 


PRIESTS OF RENOWN APSEMBLED 7O 
PERFORM THE YAINA. 


AFTER A FEW ROUNDS, THE 
PLOUGH STRUCK AN OBJECT... 


THE PRIESTS OPENED THE CASKET AND DISCOVERED 
WITHIN IT A CHABNING CHILD. 


.. WHICH WAS FOUND 
TOBE A CAGE]. 


YOUR MAJESTY, THIS 
CHILD MUST BE THE 
GODDESS LAKSHMI 
FOR WAS NOT SITA* 
FOUND IN A SIMILAR 
ok FASHION P 


ET 
HER BE NAMED 
PADMAVATI. 


AFTER AFEW MONTHS QUEEN DHARIN/DEY/ 
GAVE BIRTH TOA MALE CHILD WHOM THE 
HING NAMEO VASUDHANA. 


THE OVAL FETINGE RETURNED 
IOTHE FALACE , ANOS] CALAT 
FEJOICING. 


>) a 


© DAUGHTER OF KING JANAKA AND WIFE OF SRI FAM 


) 


wae 


AFTER GALLOPING FOR SOME 
DISTANCE... 


THE ELEPHANT RAN FASTER THAN LISUAL FOR ITS KIND, MAKING AN INTERESTING CHASE. 


She aa ————————————— 


| PALMAVATI, AT PLAY WITH HER FRIENDS 
THE PALACE GARDENS, SAW JHE WILD 
TUSKEA RUNNING IOWAROS THEM. 


.- ANL DISAPPEARED 
IN THE FOREST. 


NOBLE LADY, 
WHO ARE 


PADMAVATI, 
DAUGHTER OF THE 


HOLA KING AKASHRAJ. 
AND YOU’? . 


1AM A 
DESCENDANT OF 
THE MOON DYNASTY, 
JUST LIKE 
THE 
CHOLAS. 


BY NOW FPADMAVAT/25 FRIENDS HAD RETURNED TO THE SPOT. 


WE SHALL MEET \ ay 
SOON, PRINCESS 
PADMAVATI . 


HOW DARE 
THIS STRANGER SPEAK 
THUS TO OUR 
PRINCESS ? 


POWERFUL JN BUILT, 
THE HANDSOME 
HUNTER SEEMS TO 
HAVE LOST HIS HEART 

TO_PADMAVATI. 


you 
LOOK 
PENSIVE 


AFTER BEING PERS/STENTLY RES 
QUESTIONED BY VAKULAMAL/KA RRS HOW 
VISHNU TOLD HER ABOUT  KYRXRSR CAN YOU 
HIS ENCOUNTER WITH |S ADORE AN 
FADMAVAT/. SSA ORDINARY 
WEES Y PRINCESS ? 
NO 
MCTUER 
PADMAVATi 15 NO 
ORDINARY 


py MOTHER, 
WILL TELL 

YOU THE 

STORY OF 
Die PADMAVATI’S 


PREVIOUS 


“ SHE WAS AN /NCARNATION OF 
GODDESS LAKSHM/, WHO TOOK 
THE FORM OF A CHILD BY THE 
CHANTING OF VEDIC MANTRAS 
BY THE GREAT FISH/,7 


“IN HER LAST BIRTH PADMAVATI 
WAS THE DALIGHTER OF A SAGE 
NAMED KUSATHUATA : 


“HENCE SHE WAS CALLED VEDAIATI.” 


“FAVANA, THE KING OF LANKA, SAW HER 
ONCE ANDO WAS CAPTIATED BY HER 
CHARM? 


“LATER WHEN FAVANA CARRIED AUAY SITA, MY WIFE, IV 
My (INCARNATION AS BAMA...” 


VEDAVAT/ THUS AIDEL FT? 
AND HERSELF SUFFERED 
WIRIGONMENT I LANKA? 


“WHEN RAMA RESCUED SIWA FROM RAVANA, HE ASKED HER TO 
UNDERGO. A FIRE-TEST TO PROVE HER PURITY.” 


“THEN KAMA GRANTED VEDAVAT/ A BOON 
THAT WHEN HE TOOK HIS INCARNATION 
AS SRINIVASA, SHE WOULD BE GORN AS 
PADMAVAT/ TO THE CHOLA KING AKASHFAT, 


AN THAT THEY WOULD BE MARAIED.” 


AMA WAS SURPRISED TO SEE TWO 


STAS, BUT THE FIRE-GOD 
EXPLAINED THE EPISODE OF VEDAVATI: 


EB 


AM ny 


AA) 


\\ 


es 


AFTER THE 7ALE OF PADMAVATI'S 
PREVIOUS BIRTH — 


ve 
HENCE MOTHER, 

| WILL MARRY 
PADMAVATI. 


VAKULAMALIKA FRESENTED THE 
QUEEN AN /VORY PLATE FULL 


OF GEMS AND PRECIOUS STONES. PSH YOUR: 


DAUGHTER 

PADMAVAT! TO BE 

MY SON SRINIVASA’S / 
WIFE. 


vf 

Wi, a E 

; y, will ty aS “7 

eg HN Uy lms ia a MD 
ry Re SG 


THE GREAT SAGE SUA WAS AWARE OF 
LORD VISHNU ABODE AT THE - 
SESHAADE! HILLS. (TIRUMALA) 


Eesaintalat 
ee ge @ 


O81, 


H NIVASA HAS 
CHOOSEN TO BE 


THE WEDDING PREPARATIONS AT THE HILLS, BRAHMA, SHIVA AND 
BEGAN IN FULL SWING AT THE THE OTHER GODS ASSEMBLED TO 
PALACE . ACCOMPANY WSHNU2S WEDDING 

: = ENTOURAGE. 


YOU KNOW 
WITH LAKSHMI GONE) 


VVE LOST ALL * CHOOSEN TO 
Sale SO | DWELL ON THESE 
EED YOUR HILLS, | SHOULD 
Bee BE LIKE OTHERS 
a WHO. LIVE ON 


© GOD 
OF GODS, My 
HELP YOU SAY! 
ALL THAT | HAVE 
iS YOURS. 


Ch Ze : 

2, Yj Yj Y, UPON BRAHMA?S BIDDING , SURYA. REQUES 

é Yf WY) TED THE GODDES LAKSHMAN! TO ATTEND THE 
Vor : WEDDING CEREMONY TO WHICH SHE 


HAPPILY 
AGFEED. 


GIVE MEA 


REPAY |T WITH 
INTEREST. 


... AND THE WEDDING WAS PERFORMED WITH 
GREAT FESTIVITY. 


= 
SF) 


\ 


= 


"3 Lo » 
GOSS 


\ 


5 


ait 


ta iB, | 
H 


we 


VISHNU DECIDED TO FERFOKM A SEVERE 
FENANCE TO GET HER BACK... : 


LAAGHMY JOINED VISHNU AND 
FPADMAVAT/, AND ALL THE GODS 
GHOWERED BLESSINGS UPON 


"WHERE THE DEVOUT FROM ALL 
PARTS OF THE WORLD WOULD FA. 


HAVE A GLIMPSE OF THE IMAGE OF — 


THE SUPREME LORD... — 


ax AND AFTER BF AMA AND OTHER GODS 
INTERVENED, LA 2HMI AGREED TO RETURN 
70 HEF? LORD. 


OW 71HE VERY S/F, A GAFATL TEMALE 
WAS BUILT BY THE CHOLA KING 
SHONDAMAN... 


2 S| 


—_ —) 
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_-Sita shows you 
something of everything 


in India... 


We at SITA have been doing just that for 
over two decades. And being the leading 
travel agency in India, our services are 
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